
 

 

                                                             

 

 

April 29, 2022 

The Honorable Chellie Pingree The Honorable David Joyce 

Chairwoman  Ranking Member 

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations 

Subcommittee on Interior, Environment Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,  

and Related Agencies and Related Agencies 

2007 Rayburn House Office Building  2065 Rayburn HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chair Pingree and Ranking Member Joyce: 

 

As you begin work on the fiscal year (FY) 2023 Interior, Environment and Related Agencies 

Appropriations bill, I urge you to include language that instructs the Secretary of the Interior, in 

cooperation with the Secretary of Agriculture, to establish a pilot program that provides an 

accurate inventory in the West and funding for combating salt cedar and Russian olive trees 

through coordination amongst the various federal agencies, as well as consultation with state and 

local officials, tribes, and other organizations dedicated to controlling and eradicating these 

invasive species. 

 

Salt cedar continue to cause significant damage to hundreds of thousands of acres throughout the 

country. Salt cedar squander precious water resources, limit recreational opportunities, degrade 

wildlife habitats, and negatively impact flood as well as wildfire mitigation efforts. Salt cedar 

can consume up to 200 gallons of water per day per plant. Salt cedar continue to create 

significant challenges for local communities already suffering from drought and abnormally dry 

conditions. 

Russian olive trees are causing major issues in 16 western states. Russian olive trees were 

introduced to North America in the early 1900s. While the introduction was intended to block 

wind, stabilize soil and create habitat, Russian olive trees permanently choke out native plants 

and are detrimental to the natural hydrology of stream banks. 

In 2006, a bipartisan law was passed that recognized the need for taking action and removing salt 

cedar and Russian olive trees. Unfortunately, the implementation of this well-intentioned law 

missed the mark and ultimately it did little to actually eradicate these invasive species.  

 

While the National Invasive Species Council estimates that more than $2.2 billion is spent by the 

federal government each year combating invasive species and noxious weeds, the current federal 

system is largely a hodgepodge of different grant programs, regulations, and laws administered 

by multiple agencies that aren’t effectively coordinating their efforts.   

 



 

 

We need a coordinated, effective and efficient system in place to address the Salt Cedar and 

Russian olive tree issues facing this country and to help protect precious water supplies.  

 

Accordingly, I ask that you include language similar to the following: 

 

The Secretary of the Interior, in cooperation with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall establish a 

pilot program that provides an accurate inventory in the West and funding for combating salt 

cedar and Russian olive trees and ensures coordination amongst the various Federal agencies, 

tribes and local stakeholders. The pilot program shall--(1) be scientifically based and take a 

watershed approach; (2) include performance metrics to quantify and report to Congress on the 

amount of these species removed each year; (3) be implemented for a period of seven 

consecutive fiscal years; (4) establish uniform policies and procedures to ensure that each 

executive agency shares information about grants awarded by the agency, both within the 

agency and among other appropriate executive agencies that might be awarding similar Federal 

grants, and that such information is publicly available and published on a single Government-

controlled Internet website; and (5) emphasize the importance of collaboration with local 

stakeholders and allow for meaningful and timely identification of high priority areas by State 

and local officials, Indian tribes, and other organizations dedicated to salt cedar and Russian 

olive trees  

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and for your leadership on the committee. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Lauren Boebert  

Member of Congress 

 

 

 


